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Assignment Recap: Wiki Words of Wisdom Recorded on WikiWav


We upheld the spirit of the wiki in this final project.  Throughout the semester, the wiki has encouraged us to involve ourselves in our classmates’ work through reading it and responding to it.  There is no other way that we can involve ourselves so intimately with our classmates’ thoughts to be able to respond to their work.  Through the wiki we were easily able to reflect on so many different perspectives just by reading our classmates’ work.  As we have seen by reading each other’s written thoughts, many of our reflections parallel each other pretty closely.  It is obvious reading each other’s pages that many of us have expressed similar concerns about the Society of Control pertaining specifically to our increasing understanding of the ways that technology can be used to infiltrate our personal lives or how it can be used as a source of control.  


Robert Anton Wilson writes about this phenomenon of synchronicity in Cosmic Trigger.  “One consequence of this model is that, if our universe is a hologram, every part contains the information of the whole, as in normal holography.  As we have seen, the Sarfatti interpretation of Bell’s Theorem and the Leary theory of eighth circuit consciousness also lead to this conclusion, which, in effect, means that every atom contains the ‘brain’ of the whole universe.”  (p. 216)  While of course, we were sometimes prompted to write about similar things in our wikis by Mobius, being able to monitor each other’s progress increased our synchronicity.  Being able to read another person’s work in many cases influenced our own perspective.

For our project we have chosen quotes, or parts of quotes, from everyone’s wiki, recorded them, and included them altogether on WikiWav.  For those in our class who have not been avid wiki readers, this gives them the opportunity to quickly play what we chose as the highlights from each wiki.  Most of us have written quite a lot over the course of the semester, and this is our attempt to synthesize everyone’s work into one larger whole.  Each quote is something that one of the three of us found interesting for whatever reason; it made us think, it made us laugh or it just stuck out to us in some way.  Because so many of our wiki entries dealt with what we had read for homework or what we had spoken about in class, they largely refer to the Society of Control, but include lots of other thoughts as well.  It is a solid culmination of everything that we learned about because we chose quotes from each wiki, dealing with many different topics that were discussed in class and through the wiki.  WikiWav really demonstrates that the wiki is the medium is the message because the sole focus of the project is the words that we have written over the course of this semester.


Our WikiWav is an artistic rendering of the class as well.  We juxtaposed each person’s thoughts into one song.  Although a bit scary, it is art through words.  The quotes that we recorded are seemingly disjointed, but as the compilation of wiki wisdom for English 473, they take on their own coherence.  Some of the quotes have been taken out of context, but that adds to our remix.  It is also in keeping with the spirit of the wiki in that we were free to edit as we chose.


If we could improve the WikiWav project, we would have had our classmates record their own words of wisdom.  This would have allowed for the author to add their own inflection. Between the three of us, we were able to record our own words to give them added meaning, but time and convenience constraints kept us from doing that for everyone. 


 Remixing our classmates’ words on the wiki was a valuable assignment.  We can now use just one medium to spread information to those who are visually or audibly inclined.  It is clear how the use of a WikiWav-like tool could be valuable in other settings.  In a society where you cannot walk down the street without passing a single person who is not on their cell phone or listening to their ipod, it is easy to see how dependent we have become on audio technology.  Implementing wikiwav in our classrooms, in conjunction with other tools like the wiki, would be appealing to a wider base of students and enhance the learning of a growing population of audio-inclined students.

